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LARC meeting 

 

LARC meeting was held at the start of the month. One discussion was the health-and-safety 

policy (partially required for banking things). LARC currently doesn't have one: to have one, 

LARC would need a named individual to take responsibility for it. Rather than formalising it, 

LARC has found that things tend to get fixed thanks to the collective and groups that use the 

space. 

 

LARC is still short of money. Discussions about cancelling the waste disposal service Veolia 

due to ethical concerns: it takes 3 months to cancel and it's unclear whether service continues 

during this period.  

 

Annual LARC clearout on 8th September. Chiefly clearing out the basement. Volunteers 

required for this. There will be one meeting's notice for this.  

 

ACTION: We should get the RLC SE email on the LARC mailing list.  

 

Next LARC meeting is Wednesday 5th August.  

 

Debrief of RLC Huddersfield.  

 

The organising committee have had a debrief and discussion. We haven't had a lot of response 

on the feedback form. Similar concerns have tended to be raised.  

 

Chief concern is that the discussion wasn't as radical as RLC Bradford and other meetings. 

Some sessions could have benefitted from more facilitation and therefore more guided 

structure. It's possible that in the attempt to avoid clique-ness and domination of the discussion 

by the same people, the organising committee (and people who have ran sessions before) 

didn't pitch or facilitate sessions: this may have contributed to less radical pitches and sessions.  

 

Idea of 'curated pitches': discussing pitches with the facilitators beforehand to guide them into 

more radical areas or to ensure a radical bent. Ensuring that pitches have a radical slant by 

discussing issues with pitchers beforehand. Facilitators would also be on hand during sessions 

to ensure more of a focus on positivity, constructive discussion, and action. More formal 

steering and facilitation might help.  

 

Some voices tended to dominate discussions. It was difficult to stop people talking after 5 

minutes on the day. With large groups, it can be more difficult for some people to speak up.  

 

Perhaps more research is required into how to conduct non-hierarchical discussions in an 



informal context? ACTION: Find some research and share it (wider or with just the next 

organising committee?).  

 

ACTION: Blog post to encourage other people to volunteer? Encourage inclusivity. Having more 

local groups would help with encouraging people to get involved and move towards wider 

involvement.  

 

Perhaps we should encourage a more action-based approach to national meetings. Suggestion 

that half of the meeting is unconference-style discussion and half is action-focused work and 

decision-making. 

 

ACTION: Create list of radical spaces across the country and put it on the website to help 

organise local groups.  

 

Suggestion for venue for next year's national meeting: Brighton. This would coincide with Cilip's 

national meeting next summer: 12th - 13th July 2016. Best date would be the weekend before: 

9th-10th July 2016. 

 

ACTION: Put out something on the mailing list to get this started. Pull an organising committee 

for Brighton 2016 together.  

 

Concern that the safer spaces policy may have been breached in some sessions with their 

generalisations towards certain groups (students, users, non-librarians, library staff that haven't 

gone down a traditional career route). Maybe we should re-stated the safer spaces policy after 

lunch? Maybe the organising committee should have met to think about any issues that came 

up during the day? Read out safer spaces policy at the start of each session? Encourage more 

mindfulness among participants. ACTION: Clarify this kind of problematic discussion in the safer 

spaces policy.  

 

Discussions of a local RLC group coming together in Huddersfield.  

 

LARC library 

 

All of the books in the library are now on LibraryThing broadly categorised into collections. 

They're in their subject areas but not in alphabetical order.  

 

Discussion needs to be had regarding putting rare items and/or zines on LibraryThing.  

 

Things to do: 

How to manage updates 

Whether to put periodicals, etc. on LibraryThing 

Enhance records that are in LibraryThing 

 

Sub-committee for the LARC library? ACTION: Bring this up at the LARC meeting. ACTION: 



With approval, organise another meeting to sort out these issues.  

 

ACTION: Stock-check the paper index against the LibraryThing index.  

 

ACTION: Put together a brief on why we use LARC and why we are part of the LARC 

community. Read this out at the start of each meeting.  

 

Crypto-party 

 

Suggestion that we have a crypto-party. Proposed date of 19th September. Approved.  

 

ACTION: Draft a blog post to publish beforehand.  

ACTION: Tweet about it, etc etc.  

 

Q: What is the best way to access Riseup email outside dedicated email client? Webmail? 

Secure email client for Android, iOS? 

 

Q: Secure file-storage? Spideroak as an alternative to Dropbox.  

 

ACTION: Ensure we have enough data for 3G/4G hotspots.  

 

RLC SE meetings 

 

Suggestion for alternating locations for meetings in cities around the South-East. 

 

Suggestion for more themed meetings à la cataloguing party, crypto-party, etc.  

 

Bristol libraries 

 

Bristol libraries have been ostensibly 'saved' but have had sharp opening hours cut. A Twitter 

user called out 'radical librarians' for lack of action on this specific issue. Discussion of what 

action is expected from us.  

 

We can raise awareness of an issue but we are not placed to represent Bristol libraries or the 

users of those libraries. We are not a public library advocacy group.  

 

Anarchist Book Fair 

 

Agreed to have a meeting rather than a stall at the London Anarchist Book Fair. 

 

#Radlibchat 

 

The first #radlibchat will happen Tuesday 21st July 2000 BST. There was a discussion about 

running future chats. Suggestion that the person suggesting the reading moderates the 



discussion and comes up with questions. There was another suggestion that participants add 

questions to an etherpad or Google Doc before the discussion starts. 

 

Bank Account 

 

There was discussion about whether or not RLC needs a bank account and if so how this could 

be set up. It would require signed minutes stating that we had agreed to open a bank account 

and named persons agreeing to be signatories. 

 

ACTION: Research the requirements for opening a bank account and discuss whether it is 

possible to satisfy these with RLC’s non-hierarchical structure. 


