
RLC London and SE gathering 
15 April 2015 at LARC 

Business items 

1. LARC admin group 

LARC have asked us if anyone wants to be more involved with LARC administration – the general 

running of the building and being responsible for making things happen. 

Action: Elly is to ask the list about involvement to do a bit more in that group. 

2. London & SE meetings 

Dates for London & SE meetings were noted and diarized. 

Action: Binni to summarize for the list. 

3. Radical Book Fair 

This is on Saturday 9 May. Housman’s have told us we can have a stall, but there is no room left for a 

talk. The cost is £60 which we thought steep if all we are doing is awareness-raising - to the group, 

running a session makes more sense than a stall. 

We agreed we could make leaflets and attend to raise awareness of RLC, but not have a stall. 

Action: Binni is to follow up on this and check if this is acceptable. 

4. National RLC gathering 

 Not everyone present had attended an RLC national meeting so those who had explained 

what had happened previously. 

 We had a positive response from RLC Oxford about coordinating on a national meeting and 

avoiding clashes.  

 There was strong agreement that we need RLC, especially badges, and a radical badge 

making session was suggested. 

 It was suggested we capture a summary of information we have about venues, costs, etc. for 

use in future and by other RLC groups. 

Practicalities: 

 For national RLC, Huddersfield looks good from a cost and transport position. 

 We discussed money as securing the venue without financial risk to the organizers is a 

problem. One suggestion was to crowd fund so attendees could give what they wish. We 

would need to take money for this by some route, such as Eventbrite, and this implies using 

PayPal, someone’s bank account, or similar. We noted previous discussions about a possible 

RLC bank account. 

Actions: Rebecca to summarise plans to the list, and to raise a suggested way forward with the 

organising committee around money. 



5. LARC library cataloguing party 

We firmed up plans for the cataloguing party. Binni has set up a LibraryThing institutional account 

for LARC: https://www.librarything.com/profile/larc_library 

What we need: 

 Laptop computers 

 Barcode scanners (Binni has 11) 

 Post-its or sticky dots to note what shelves have been complete 

 “Catalogued on Librarything” stamp and ink pad (Andrew has one) 

 Samosas and onion bhajis 

 Phones supporting tethering / hotspots for mobile data 

The group agreed: 

 Our approach should be to get stuff on LT quickly, and then deal with metadata details 

afterwards 

 We will check into periodicals, zines, etc. on the day as we will have 

 Binni has researched how best to approach these sorts of events so we can make best use of 

the time on the day 

Action: Binni to email information about best practices for LT cataloguing and confirm who is 

attending. 

Discussion / theory items 

Reflective practice in LIS 

A future discussion around critical reflective practice was suggested, as aspects of reflective practice 

had been discussed earlier in the meeting. This was felt interesting by the group. Action on Andrew 

to send something ahead of time, perhaps suggested reading or some thoughts to spark discussion. 

Surveillance 

A future discussion or practical session on surveillance was suggested. This would follow up on 

Alison's RLC session in March. An example raised was ways in which we can find secure and free 

alternatives to Google products for use by RLC. 

https://www.librarything.com/profile/larc_library

